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contented herself with guarding the frontier to save Hodeida from 
the raids of the Asiri. 

In 1913 Turkey adopted a new policy in dealing with this 
troublesome province by entering into an entente with the Imam 
who claims by descent both political and religious power, but this 
entente has proved of little advantage to either party. The 
Imam possesses little real power and has had to be bolstered up 
by Turkish forces. On the other hand, the Imam stipulated that 
" Yamen civil and criminal law be no longer based on the Turkish 
code or 'Kanum but on the old Islamic code or 'Sheira/ " a 
stipulation which is causing a great deal of discontent throughout 
Yamen for the Kanum is a "broad and well-considered judicial 
scheme, drawn up to meet the requirements of modern Moslem 
life;" while the Islamic code was "promulgated for the narrow 
needs of tribal life more than a thousand years ago, and in its un- 
modified form, is certainly not suited to the needs of any com- 
munity above the standard of mere barbarism." Its adoption 
has had a depressing effect upon the business activity of the 
country. 

Turkish rule in Arabia Mr. Bury considers a failure, unpro- 
fitable to the Turks as well as deadening to Arabia. He says: 

By birth-right, creed, and temperament, no one is better fitted 
to rule Moslems than Turks. If only their administrative ability 
were on a par with their other gifts, pan-Islamism would be the 
greatest vital force in the world .... They are the 
natural rulers of Islamic races, born with the sceptre in their 
hands, and they have thrown it away. 

As to the future of Arabia, Mr. Bury makes no prediction save 
that there is "a marked tendency throughout Turkish Arabia to 
revert to patriarchal or tribal rule, with or without some central 
authority." 

The Struggle for Scutari. (Turk, Slav, and Albanian.) By M. 

Edith Durham. London: Edward Arnold. 1914. Pp. xi, 

320. 

Miss Durham, in her Struggle for Scutari, describes that part 
of the First Balkan War of which she was herself a witness, from 
the point of view of one whose sympathies are entirely with the 
Albanian Maltsors. Her book is an expos6, first, of the inefficiency 
of the government instituted by the Young Turk party and 
second, of the rottenness of Montenegrin politics in dealing with 
the Albanian question. 
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Far from idealizing the Young Turk movement, Miss Durham 
attributes to its success in getting control of the government the 
Balkan Wars and the break-up of Turkey in Europe. Its policy 
of forcible Ottomanization expressed itself, in Scutari and the 
surrounding region, in compelling the inhabitants to surrender 
their arms without compensation, in levying unjust taxes, in in- 
stituting public flogging as a punishment, and in suppressing Al- 
banian schools and papers. It was only after the complete aliena- 
tion of the Albanian population, that the Turkish government 
began to make concessions, when concessions could do no good. 
The result to be expected in any case was discontent leading to 
revolt but, in addition to the ills of Turkish rule, the mountain 
people were stirred up by emissaries of the Montenegrin govern- 
ment which hoped to profit by an Albanian uprising. The first 
revolt, that of 1911, planned as it was by Montenegrin leaders and 
with every expectation that Montenegro would have a share in it, 
started prematurely before all the mountain men were armed and 
turned out badly. Montenegro withdrew her support as soon as 
she realized that the revolt had failed, partly because of the strong 
Albanian preference for complete autonomy rather than union 
with Montenegro. Deprived of Montenegrin support, the Al- 
banians were compelled to make a futile peace with Turkey. 

Again in 1912, the Maltsors were used as a cat's paw, their up- 
rising preceding the Balkan War. Miss Durham accuses the 
Montenegrins of all kinds of atrocities in their dealing with the 
Turks; of an attempt to exterminate the Albanians, Moslem, 
Catholic, and even Orthodox, that they might possess the land 
without the complication of a race problem; and of absolute un- 
preparedness to care for their own sick and wounded as well as for 
the Albanian refugees. She also accuses them of military inef- 
ficiency, charging that the little that was accomplished around 
Scutari was due to the Servian forces and not to the Montenegrin. 
Altogether it is a sickening story of deceit and barbarity and suf- 
fering which brings home the horror of war and the difficulty of 
ever settling the Balkan question. 

On the Trail of the Opium Poppy. A Narrative of Travel in the 
Chief Opium-producing Provinces of China. By Sir Alex- 
ander Hosie, Late H. B. M. Consul-General, Tientsin, 
China. London: George Philip & Son. 1914. 2 vols. 

The British government undertook, beginning with the year 
1908, to diminish annually, for a period of three years, the total 



